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The Federation

The Federation of the European Academies of Medicine (FEAM) was founded in 1993.  Since the royal decree of 31 March 1995 which promulgated its Status, FEAM has enjoyed the civil status of an international association with a scientific objective. Its head office is located in the Palais des Académies in Brussels.

Its aim is to promote cooperation between the national Academies of Medicine; and to extend to the political and administrative authorities of the European Union (EU) the advisory role that the Academies exercise in their own countries on matters concerning medicine and public health. 

FEAM brings together the Academies of fifteen European countries including Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, the Netherlands, Romania, Spain and the United Kingdom.  The Member States, which are not yet represented (for statutory, structural or financial reasons), can send an observer to FEAM conferences.  Countries within the European region, which do not adhere to the EU, can become associated Members and participate in the discussions and the formulation of recommendations. 
Areas of work
In collaboration with the Member Academies, the five Officers identify major public health issues of European relevance to be discussed by their scientific Delegates at the biannual conferences.  The spring conference is hosted in one of the European capitals by the associated Member Academy and the autumn conference at FEAM’ s head office in Brussels giving Delegates the opportunity to meet with European decision-makers.  Internationally renowned experts are invited to present the outcome of their work and to draft a set of recommendations to be reviewed by the Member Academies, synthesised by the Officers and finally submitted to the European authorities.  
KEY TOPICS covered include:  
Vaccines and vaccination against infectious diseases (2006-2008); Safety of vaccines (2003)

*Stem cell (2007, 2004)

*Health-Associated Infections (2006)
*Tobacco abuse, especially in youngsters (2004, updated in 2005)
*Food safety and labelling (2003, updated in 2005)

Mental health care (2005)

Health impact of immigration in Europe (2005)

Prevention of neurovascular and cardiovascular risk factors (2005) 

Alcohol and pregnancy (2005)

*Childhood obesity (2003)
Multi-resistant tuberculosis (2003)
The evaluation of medical teaching in Europe (2001) 

Alternative medicines and phytotherapy (2000)

Crohn’s Disease and its dubious etiology

Harmonization of the evaluation and the compensation of corporal damages

Organ transplants and the cross-border exchanges they implied

Draft European Directives of serious concern are identified by Member Academies, discussed and commented on when appropriate.   These include the European Directive on Clinical Trials (2004)* and, more recently, the Physical Agents Directive (2005).     
*Reports published by FEAM are available at www.feam.eu.com.

Objectives

Because of its multi-national composition, FEAM is able to identify leading European medical experts for its work.  They meet as “virtual” study groups and present their findings at the Federation’s biannual conferences.  In this context, FEAM has adopted four main objectives:

· To identify public health issues common to the Member States and to debate them at its conferences organised twice a year 

· To produce short reports based on an objective, impartial and expert analysis of these issues to be submitted to the Member Academies and the European authorities
· To respond to relevant open consultation organised by the European Union
· To facilitate contacts between Member Academies and other organisations concerned with the activities of the European Union in matters concerning medicine and public health, in particular the Inter Academy Medical Panel, the European Academies Science Advice Council and the Standing Committee of European Doctors.
Operation and resources

Five honorary Officers, elected among the Delegates of the Member Academies and by the General Assembly, represent the Federation and ensure its efficient running.  They encourage the Member Academies to be more concerned with the European dimension of public health issues.  They ensure the synthesis of their advice as well as the transmission of their recommendations to the European authorities.  Officers meetings are held three times a year, two of which coincide with the biannual conferences organised by the Federation.  Currently the Officers include:
President: Professor Cyril Höschl (Czech Republic)

President of the Czech Medical Academy and Director of the Psychiatric Centre of Prague

President Emeritus: Professor Luigi Frati (Italy)

President of the Accademia Nazionale di Medicina, Rector of the University «La Sapienza» in Rome and Dean of Medicine
Vice-President: Professor Hubert Blum (Germany)

Vice-President of the Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher Leopoldina and Director of the Department of Internal Medicine II at the University of Freiburg
General Secretary: Professor Janos Frühling (Belgium)

Secrétaire perpétuel of the Académie Royale de Médecine de Belgique and Honorary Professor (Oncology - Nuclear Medicine) at the Université Libre de Bruxelles
Treasurer: Professor Joaquίn Poch Broto (Spain)

Treasurer of the Spanish Academy of Medical Sciences and Medical Director at the Hospital Clinico San Carlos in Madrid
The national Delegates, whose maximum number is four per country, are designated for two years by the national Academies.  This mandate can be renewed.  Each country holds one vote, which results from a consensus between its Delegates.
The two official languages of the Federation are English and French.  
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